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American Society for Reproductive
Medicine position statement on
qualifications for providing
ultrasound procedures in
reproductive medicine

Practice Committee of the American Society for Reproductive Medicine
American Society for Reproductive Medicine affirms that completion of fellowship training in reproductive endocrinology and infer-
tility meets the criteria for requisite education, training, and demonstrated competence to order, perform, and interpret gynecologic
ultrasound imaging studies and hysterosalpingography. Additional accreditation through other organizations is not required. Certifi-
cation and maintenance of certification through the American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology satisfy the requirement of accred-
itation and currency. (Fertil Steril� 2022;118:668-70. �2022 by American Society for Reproductive Medicine.)
El resumen está disponible en Español al final del artículo.

DIALOG: You can discuss this article with its authors and other readers at https://www.fertstertdialog.com/posts/35630
AFFIRMATION
American Society for ReproductiveMed-
icine affirms that completion of
fellowship training in reproductive endo-
crinology and infertility meets the
criteria for requisite education, training,
and demonstrated competence to order,
perform, and interpret gynecologic ultra-
sound imaging studies and hysterosal-
pingography. Additional accreditation
through other organizations is not
required. Certification and maintenance
of certification through the American
Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology
satisfy the requirement of accreditation
and currency.
PHYSICIAN QUALIFICATIONS
AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Ultrasound imaging is the most
commonly employed procedure used
by reproductive endocrinology and
infertility specialists (1). Advances in
imaging technology and availability
Received July 14, 2022; accepted July 14, 2022.
Reprint requests: ASRM Practice Committee., Ame

Montgomery Hwy, Birmingham, Alabama 3521

Fertility and Sterility® Vol. 118, No. 4, October 2022
Copyright ©2022 American Society for Reproductive
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.fertnstert.2022.07.014

668
have allowed improved diagnostic
capability for the initial fertility evalu-
ation, demonstration of tubal patency,
delineation of uterine cavity architec-
ture, monitoring during assisted repro-
ductive technology cycles, and
evaluation of subsequent pregnancy
outcomes.

The Accreditation Council for Grad-
uate Medical Education requires obstet-
rics and gynecology residency training
program graduates to demonstrate a
minimum of 50 obstetric ultrasounds
and 50 gynecologic ultrasounds (2).

Physicians who complete fellow-
ship training in reproductive endocri-
nology and infertility are further
required to ‘‘demonstrate competence
in performing transvaginal and trans-
abdominal ultrasound, sonohysterog-
raphy, hysterosalpingography, and
the interpretation of all imaging
modalities used in the practice of
reproductive endocrinology and
infertility (3).’’
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Credentialing of physicians who
perform, supervise, and interpret
focused ultrasound examinations, so-
nohysterography, hysterosalpingogra-
phy, and all other imaging modalities
used in the practice of reproductive
endocrinology and infertility should
be demonstrated on the basis of educa-
tion, training, experience, and profi-
ciency. They should comprehend the
indications and contraindications, per-
formance steps, potential outcomes and
management, and any safety concerns.
They should appropriately perform,
interpret, and document the procedure
and are responsible for patient safety.

Completion of fellowship training
in reproductive endocrinology and
infertility meets the criteria for the
required education, training, and expe-
rience necessary to order, perform, and
interpret these types of imaging studies.
Additional accreditation through other
organizations is not required, and
maintenance of credentialing is by
continued certification through the
American Board of Obstetrics and Gy-
necology. Any policy that prohibits a
reproductive endocrinology and infer-
tility specialist from performing pro-
cedures in patient care for which they
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meet the necessary criteria as noted above interferes with
appropriate patient care.
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Pronunciamiento de la Sociedad Americana de Medicina Reproductiva sobre las competencias para hacer procedimientos de
ultrasonido en medicina reproductiva.

La Sociedad Americana de Medicina Reproductiva afirma que al completar el entrenamiento de subespecialidad en endocrinología
reproductiva e infertilidad se deben cumplir los requisitos educativos, de entrenamiento y demostrar la competencia para ordenar, real-
izar e interpretar los estudios de ultrasonido ginecol�ogico y la histerosalpingografía. La acreditaci�on por parte de otras organizaciones,
no es requerida. La certificaci�on y el mantenimiento por parte del Board Americano de Obstetricia y Ginecología satisface el requeri-
miento de acreditaci�on y su vigencia.
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